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Col.s P orsace,

By K}«‘NT ADAVIS
“"Our Rock is a prétly, resource-
|ful fellow.- Any day I expect him
‘o come tramping across the rice(p
:paddies with a Viet Cong -under
P ‘each arm « hoth recmng thci
- :Rmary o

The speaker is. qu ’Iere Rlos

iVersace, .of (he 500 hlock Hazlet!

0eT 29 1964
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.PRISDONER OF VIET CONG WAS DECORATED
'now retired,. pinned medal .on’son, Capt.: “Rock”
' ‘Versacq, at Fu, Meade in July, 1963.
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"The fact that Rack is lmdem-
ably alive and well was confirmed
~not by the Defense or State De-

parimenis—not by the Central In-
icl}lzcnca“Agency ov-the” C‘ounlex
Intelligence Corps—but by the re-

C{soircefulness .and - delermmatlon

of Mrs. Versace herself,

Ave, “Rock’™ s her 27-year-old
LCapt,  Humbert Roque Versace,|
;\vlm has been held ‘prispner by the!
Vet Cong ;.ince ()cl. Pt oi lnsl
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'SITN IS DAIL chmpmyg infor-
niation on her son's . well- -being
from a vast and varied reservoir
of private sources she calls her

“grapevine,” which mcludos mer-
™ ichants, hewsmewn, scrvice  per-
izonel, priesls, Amermans, Chinese

land Vietnamese - she and’ her re-p

_{tired husband, Col. Humbert J.|
Ve tsace, have encountered in their
|98 years of life in the U,
vedt For Beleasec:
telﬂgrams from the Defense, Dc-
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partment telhng how her son, an-
other officer, and a medic N.C.0.
wer ecaptured , when Communist
guerillas overran.- their Special
Forces camp. at Tan. Phu, deep in
the southern - provmce of” An
Xuyen, 4
Government tclcgrams COﬂtmued
to assure the Versace famuly thn\
would b “gromptly notified" b
adldilional information was re-
fr.ewed and told them a Viel-
namese general was ollering a re-
ward of 33,000 for the return of
captured Amerlcan advisers,

SFVEIML WEEKS' passed, and
'when Mis, Versace contacted thel
Vxemamece atiu\che m Washinglon,

L able to J‘ e men. Buene o

" lithe Army. broughl;  positive. re-

Pl Ve

. | Pitzer was also "alive,
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sults. “and the diftictlt jobiof Tearay
ng o! her son s, :mlety nnd hmllh
bFf.{ : ' i
j To add to her dlsappoinlment ]
Lshlft of power in the. ('ountw 1'm
,movod the general offéirrinig the re-
iward and it was not continued by
{the in-coming group, ‘i, .
Several weceks . of - lﬂittr wrmng_ -
bcgan to produce both éncourags
ing and interesting results’ from
her friends on the "g:rapvvme" in
Vxetmlm.. . ) \ |.'
“DIRS, VERSACK lamed from a
priest that her son was alive, and b
|apparently in good health, though! -
be had suffered a’ minor head) -
wound: Her souvces also fold her
'a. Negro officer’” was seen with

|Rock,’ mdxcahng that Sgt., Daniel

The grapevine continued, saymg
that Sgt. Pitzer: left the safzy of
‘riendly troops ,and had returned
at the height of the battle {o aid
{Rock 'and Lt.. James Rowe; who,
had also been wounded, -

That act ot unselfish hermsm
was. another ' bit of information
which' was not made known.to the
press.or to the sergeant's wile.

©AFTER VIVE weels bad passed

grams from the Delense Depart-}
ment saying, *nn new information”
had heen gained about her son, an
[m‘hcle in a news mn;:'mne de-

‘weribed how two Viet Chng cap-!
tives were being “forced fo parade’
thmuy,h villages with rapes around:
theitr necks,,sometimes crawling'
‘on their hands - and nees,” . t
apologize for, ! crlmea againsl the!
D‘EOD‘C‘ P e .

Frony her grapemﬁe, Mrs. Vor-
sace loarned it 'was Rm'k and .Sgt.
00!0@650012 rd L

Becalse-of her bac
free-lance_writery she

Cond; nmad.
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with nothing more than form tele} .




